
Appendix I  to the Rules of Golf – Local Rules 
 

Protection of Young Trees:   
 
Douglas Park has published a Local Rule, which is printed on the back of the scorecard, which is designed to 
protect our young trees.  It reads – 
 
“ Protection of young trees identified by stakes and/or cane, whether wooden or otherwise.  If such a tree 
interferes with a player’s stance or the area of his intended swing, the ball must be lifted, without penalty, 
and dropped in accordance with the procedure prescribed in Rule 24-2b (Immovable Obstruction).”  
 
Since the Club planted a large number of young trees in the mid-1990s, the number of trees affected by this 
Local Rule has reduced.  However, some trees are currently protected by webbing as shown in the 
photograph below – these trees are not covered by this Local Rule.  
 

1 

 

Stuart is playing the 10th hole and his ball is lying next to a tree 
which has protective webbing around its bark. 

 
Stuart must not take relief in accordance with the Local Rule, but 

can choose to either play the ball as it lies or, under penalty of 
one stroke, proceed under Rule 28 – Ball Unplayable. 

 
Remember 

 
If your stance or the area of your intended swing is affected by a young tree which is marked with a stake 

and/or cane, you MUST take relief under the Local Rule. 


