
Rule 13 – Ball Played As I t L ies  
 

Rule 13-1  -  General 
 
The ball must be played as it lies, except as otherwise provided in the Rules. 
 
Until 31 December 2009, Douglas Park Golf Club had a Local Rule which allowed relief, without penalty, if a 
player’s ball lay on or within a seeded divot.  The latest Decisions on the Rules of Golf book, which became 
effective on 1st January 2010 has an important New Decision: 
 
New Decision 33-8/34 (page 529)  
 
“ 33-8/34 Relief from Divot Holes”  
 
Q. May a Committee make a Local Rule providing relief without penalty from divot holes or repaired divot 
holes (e.g. holes that have been filled with sand and/or seed mix)? 
 
A. No. Such a Local Rule would modify Rule 13-1 and is not authorised.  
 
The Decisions book is an integral part of the Rules of Golf.  
 
 
 

 

 

The ball in the photo lies in a seeded divot.  Until 31 Dec 09, the 
player would have been entitled to relief without penalty. 

With effect from 1 Jan 10, the ball must be played as it lies or 
declared unplayable in accordance with Rule 28. 

 


