
Rule 24 – 1 - Movable Obstruction  
 

Definition:  Obstructions 
 
An "obstruction"  is anything artificial, including the artificial surfaces and sides of roads and paths and 
manufactured ice, except: 
 
a. Objects defining out of bounds, such as walls, fences, stakes and railings; 
b. Any part of an immovable artificial object that is out of bounds; and 
c. Any construction declared by the Committee to be an integral part of the course. 
 
An obstruction is a movable obstruction if it may be moved without unreasonable effort, without unduly 
delaying play and without causing damage. Otherwise it is an immovable obstruction. 
Note: The Committee may make a Local Rule declaring a movable obstruction to be an immovable 
obstruction. 
 

1 

 

“A player may take relief, without penalty, from a movable obstruction 
as follows:  If the ball does not lie in or on the obstruction, the 

obstruction may be removed.  If the ball moves, it must be replaced, 
and there is no penalty, provided that the movement of the ball is 

directly attributable to the removal of the obstruction.  The ball may be 
cleaned when lifted under this rule”. 

 
Alistair’s approach shot at the 18th hole has come to rest in the 

greenside bunker and is touching the rake as shown. 
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Before removing the rake, Alistair should mark the ball’s position 
with a tee or similar object, in case the ball moves from its 

original position when the rake is removed. 
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Alistair has removed the rake.  The ball has moved a few inches 
from its original position.  
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Alistair must now replace the ball in its original position, remove 
the marker and play his next stroke from that position.  If the ball 
had not moved, Alistair should lift the marker and play his next 

stroke from that position.  No penalty has been incurred. 

 
Note:  You may take relief from the rake as per the above situation – there is no necessity to play the stroke with the 

ball still touching the rake! 


