
Immovable Obstruction Rule 24 - 2 
 

 

 

“Interference by an immovable obstruction occurs when a ball lies in or 
on the obstruction or when the obstruction interferes with the player’s 
stance or the area of his intended swing.  Except when the ball is in a 
water hazard or a lateral water hazard, a player may take relief from 

interference by an immovable obstruction”. 

   

 

 

Alistair is playing the 14th hole and his ball has landed 
close to the ball washer at the 15th tee, which is an 

immovable obstruction.  As the ball washer will interfere 
with the area of his intended swing, Alistair may take relief 

without penalty. 

   

  

 

Having decided to take relief, Alistair must establish the 
nearest point of relief by marking the spot with a tee or 

similar object (see photo, left) 

   

 

 

He must now measure one club-length, not nearer the 
hole, from the nearest point of relief and mark that spot. 

   

 

 

He must now drop the ball within this marked area.  The 
ball, after striking the ground, may roll a further two club-

lengths, not nearer the hole. 
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Having dropped the ball, Alistair may now play his next 
stroke without penalty. 

 


