
Rule 24 – 2 – Immovable Obstruction 
 

 

 

“Interference by an immovable obstruction occurs when a ball 
lies in or on the obstruction, or when the obstruction interferes 

with the player’s stance or the area of his intended swing” 
 

Stuart is playing the 2nd hole and his tee shot has landed on the 
path, down the right hand side of the hole.  As the path is 

artificially surfaced, it is an immovable obstruction.  His stance 
will be on the path when he plays his next stroke, therefore he 

may take relief, without penalty, under this rule. 
   

 

 

Having decided to take relief (as he may decide to play the 
ball as it lies), Stuart must establish exactly where the 

nearest point of relief is, by measuring on both sides of the 
path.  First, he leaves the ball in its position and then takes 
his stance, with his heels just off the right edge of the path 

(as shown).   

  
 

 

 

 

He now marks the point at the toe end of the club head, 
with a tee or similar object.   

 
  

 

 

Now going to the left side of the path, Stuart then inserts a 
tee (or similar) into the ground.  Whichever of the marked 

points is nearer to the ball is deemed to be the nearest 
point of relief.   

Remember, it’s the nearest point, not the nicest! 

   

 

 

On this occasion, the nearest point of relief is the point 
marked on the left side of the path (because this is the 

nearest point to where the ball originally lay).  Stuart can 
now drop his ball within one club-length of that point and 

play his next stroke. 

   

 


