
Rule 25 – 1 - Abnormal Ground Conditions 
 

Definitions: 
 
An "abnormal ground condition" is any casual water, ground under repair or hole, cast or runway on the course made by a 
burrowing animal, a reptile or a bird. 
 

1. 

 

“ Interference by an abnormal ground condition occurs when a ball 
lies in or touches the condition or when the condition interferes with 

the player’s stance or the area of his intended swing” . 
 

Alistair is playing the 11th hole and his ball has landed in casual 
water.  He may either play the ball as it lies, or take relief 

without penalty. 

   

2. 

 

Having decided to take relief, he must now establish the nearest 
point of relief where there is no interference to his stance or area 
of his intended swing.  The tee placed in the ground as shown, 

indicates that point. 

  
 

 

 
 
 
 

3. 

 

Alistair has also measured the nearest point of relief on the 
opposite side of the casual water (as shown).  However, the first 

point is the nearer of the two, in relation to where the ball 
originally lay.   

 
  

 
 
 
 

4. 

 

He must now play his next stroke, without penalty, from within 
one club-length of the nearest point of relief. 
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