
Rule 26 – 1 - Water  Hazards (Including Lateral Water  Hazards)  
 

 

 

Definition: A "water hazard" is any sea, lake, pond, river, ditch, surface 
drainage ditch or other open water course (whether or not containing water) 

and anything of a similar nature on the course. All ground and water within the 
margin of a water hazard are part of the water hazard. 

A water hazard is defined by yellow stakes, a Lateral Water Hazard by red 
stakes. 

 
Alistair has driven off the 11th tee and his ball has come to rest in the 

water hazard as shown. 

   

 

 

It is a question of fact whether a ball that has not been found after 
having been struck toward a water hazard is in the hazard.  In 
order to apply this Rule, it must be known or virtually certain that 
the ball is in the hazard.  In the absence of such knowledge or 
certainty, the player must proceed under Rule 27-1 (Ball Lost or 
Out of Bounds; Provisional Ball). 
If a ball is in a water hazard or if it is known or virtually certain that a ball that 
has not been found is in a water hazard (whether the ball lies in water or not), 
the player may under penalty of one stroke: 
a. Play a ball as nearly as possible at the spot from which the original ball was 
last played (see Rule 20-5); or 
b. Drop a ball behind the water hazard, keeping the point at which the original 
ball last crossed the margin of the water hazard directly between the hole and 
the spot on which the ball is dropped, with no limit to how far behind the water 
hazard the ball may be dropped; or 
c. As additional options available only if the ball last crossed the margin 
of a lateral water hazard, drop a ball outside the water hazard within two club-
lengths of and not nearer the hole than (i) the point where the original ball last 
crossed the margin of the water hazard or (ii) a point on the opposite margin of 
the water hazard equidistant from the hole. 
When proceeding under this Rule, the player may lift and clean his ball or 
substitute a ball. 

  
 

 

 

 

Alistair may have opted to proceed under option (a) above, in which 
case he would have gone back to the tee and played his third stroke 
from there.  If so, he may tee the ball if he wishes.  However, having 

decided to proceed under option (b) above, Alistair must now drop his 
ball on a line taken directly from where his ball last crossed the margin 
of the water hazard, keeping that spot between him and the hole.  He 

may go back as far as he wishes.   

 
  

 

 

Alistair now plays his next stroke under penalty of one stroke. 

   

 
 
 
 


