
Rule 28 – Ball Unplayable 
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“A player may deem his ball unplayable at any place on the course 
except when the ball is in a water hazard.  The player is the sole judge 

as to whether his ball is unplayable”  
 

Stuart is playing the 16th hole in matchplay, and his approach 
shot has landed to the right of the putting green, close to a bush.  

He has informed his opponent that he is declaring the ball 
unplayable, and he now has three options. 
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Stuart’s first option is to return to the spot where he played the 
original ball (see photo, left) 

   

 

 

Stuart’s second option is to drop a ball directly behind where the 
ball lay, keeping that spot between the hole and the spot on 

which the ball is dropped, going as far back as he wishes on a 
direct line. 

  
 

 

 

 

His third option is to drop a ball within two club lengths of the 
spot where the ball lies but not nearer the hole.  In the photo, 
Stuart is measuring two club lengths from where the ball lies.   

 
  

 

 

Having done so he is marking the spot with a suitable marker 
(tee, pitchfork etc). 
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Having decided to proceed under the third option, Stuart can now drop 
the ball within this area as shown above. 

It is always wise to consider all three options carefully before marking, 
lifting and dropping the ball. 

   

 

 

Stuart now plays his next stroke from where the ball now lies. 

 


